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Kaunas Tadas Ivanauskas Museum of Zoology is one of the oldest museums in Lithuania. It was established in 1919 by the initiative of professor Tadas Ivanauskas.

Moved from one place to another for a long while, the museum finally settled in its current place at Laisvės Avenue 106 in 1948. The purpose of museum is to collect scientifically valuable natural heritage objects and help society to understand the natural world properly and become acquainted with the variety of fauna.

The exposition of museum is situated in six halls covering the area of 2,500 square metres. Here you can find animals living in Lithuania and other countries of the world and learn about their varietal diversity, evolution, behaviour and the living environment. In exposition, animals are displayed following the scientific-systematic principle – from the most primitive multicellular organisms (sponges) to the superior class of vertebrates (mammals). Visitors can find ~15,000 exhibits in the halls and there are ~250,000 exhibits in the scientific funds. Here are also 3 laboratories – Bioanalysis, Preparation of Biological Specimens and Taxidermy. The museum also owns the Lithuanian Bird Ringing Centre. 

We hope you will have a good time!

History of museum

The oldest stuffed animals and birds of the museum’s collection were made by Leonardas Ivanauskas, father of professor Tadas Ivanauskas, in 1859-1861. They were brought to museum from Belarus, Lida Region, former Lebiodka manor house.

As a schoolboy, Tadas Ivanauskas started to collect insects. Later, while studying in the Universities of St. Petersburg and Sorbonne, he used to collect zoological material in Lithuania, Belarus and, in 1914 and 1917, he already started to organise the first expeditions to Murman, North Norway and islands of the Arctic Ocean.

In 1919, in Kaunas, the professor established Nature Research Station giving the start to the museum. Here, the laboratory works were conducted and lectures were taught to students. After the establishment of the University of Lithuania in Kaunas, in 1922, the Museum of Zoology passed to the ownership of the university. Here, all researches related to the Lithuanian fauna were conducted, the relations with the universities of eighteen European countries, nature research stations and zoological museums were contracted, the exchange in exponents started to be used. In 1931, the Professor organized his most famous 3-month expedition to Brazil and the collections made of rainforest fauna brought from this expedition have considerably enriched the museum’s collection.

In 1970, the museum was named after its establisher Tadas Ivanauskas. Since 1914, the museum has organised 42 expeditions to various regions around the globe: Turkmenia, Kola Peninsula, Murmansk, Brazil, Barents Sea and other places. Tadas Ivanauskas participated in twelve expeditions. Currently, the employees of museum organise zoological expeditions, participate in scientific conferences and contribute to various Lithuanian and international environmental projects.

The zoological material brought from the expeditions is systemised, used for making stuffed animals, augment the museum’s exposition and scientific funds. The museum also benefits from the donated personal collections. The exponents arrive from various environmental organisations: the Lithuanian Zoo, nature research stations, live nature corners and private persons.

At the beginning of exposition, in its historical part, you can see the oldest stuffed animals and birds of the museum that were made by Leonardas and Tadas Ivanauskai. 

In the display case on your left, near the giant stuffed eagle, you can take a look at the stuffed animals made by Leonardas Ivanauskas. The oldest exhibit of museum is object number one – stuffed Pallas’s Sandgrouse.

(1) Pallas's Sandgrouse 
The bird was shot in the District of Švenčioniai, in 1859. This species breeds on dry steppes of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, China and Mongolia. Sometimes Pallas’s Sandgrouse also migrates to Western Europe.  Stuffed animals made by Leonardas Ivanauskas are of the age of 150 years and prove the high level of then preparation technique of stuffed animals – taxidermy. Today, Leonardas Ivanauskas can be reasonably called the pioneer of Lithuanian taxidermy. 

Let’s move to the division of invertebrates. At the beginning of division, in the display case on your left, you will find the first exhibit – object number two.

(2) Skeleton of Venus’s flower basket

97 percent of various animals of the world belong to the class of invertebrates.  The shape of the major part of this group remained unchanged for millions of years. Invertebrate animals are adapted to live in the air, dry land, water and organisms of other animals. 

Sponges are the most primitive multicellular invertebrate animals having no organs and tissues. The body of these animals is usually of shifting shape and formed of cells performing different functions. Sponges live in a fresh or sea water, the form of their body is supported by mineral or organic skeleton fascinating the observer by its openwork lacy structure. It is characterised by stiffness, therefore, the sponge can live in the depth of up to one kilometre. It likes cold water and feeds on microplankton.  
The other group of invertebrates is cnidaria. This group includes medusas and corals.

If you pass the exposition of corals, you will find the display case of flatworms, nematodes and annelids. Let’s stop by the fish tapeworm.

(3) Fish tapeworm

The majority of fish tapeworms are parasites. A parasite is an animal living at the cost of other organism. Fish tapeworm changes several hosts during the cycle of its development. The eggs of fish tapeworm start to develop when passing to the water. They are ingested by copepod which later becomes the prey of the fish. Larvae start to develop in the organisms of the copepod and the fish. The last host of tapeworm is a meat-eating mammal or a human, who eats improperly processed fish infected by larvae of the tapeworm. Adult fish tapeworm can be of the length of several tens of metres and can live in human organism for approximately 10 years. Its secretions poison and emaciate the host. 

The next exposition displays molluscs. They include Napoleon helmet, pearl-oyster, tridacna, octopuses and other interesting exhibits. If you move a little forward, you will find another group of molluscs – squids. 

Nautilus, object number 4, is displayed on the top of the display case. 

(4) Nautilus

Having survived relatively unchanged for millions of years, nautiluses are sometimes referred to as the “living fossils”. They have a shell divided into chambers. The last and largest chamber is occupied by the body of the animal. The remaining chambers are filled with gas and assist the animal in regulating the movement in the water. By increasing or reducing the amount of gas, this mollusc can go up or down to the bottom of the sea. The major risk to nautiluses is caused by the same thing that is also protecting them – shells, the inside of which is nacreous. They are especially valued among the collectors and jewellers. 

Now let us move to the display case of echinoderms. Echinoderms include starfishes, sea urchins and basket stars. 

Basket star is object number 5.  

(5) Basket star
Basket stars are like large beautiful ocean flowers similar to starfishes, however, they have thinner arms. Basket stars use their arms to attach themselves to corals and other underwater objects. When animal moves it looks like it is covered with twisting snakes. Here is the origin of the Latin name related to the Greek mythology: according to the ancient Greeks, Gorgons were the three beasts with snakes on their heads instead of hair.

Let’s continue the acquaintance with the most interesting exponents at the right of the display case dedicated for arthropods. The largest of arthropods is the impressive American lobster. 

A little further, at the end of display stand of arthropods, is the Atlantic horseshoe crab, marked by number 6. 

(6) Atlantic horseshoe crab
Xiphosuras are unique and particularly interesting animals. They have survived relatively unchanged for millions of years. They have a sword-shaped spike on their belly.  The body is covered with thick shell similar to the horseshoe. Xiphosuras have a couple of multiple eyes at the front and also additional 8 eyes located in various parts of their body! These animals live in the depth of 10-40 metres hiding in the sand or mud. They feed on offal, worms and molluscs. Their blood is of blue colour and is extremely appreciated and plays an important role in medicine when determining the contamination with bacteria. When bacteria pass to the blood of xiphosuras, it changes colour. 

For more information on invertebrates, please use the informational terminal.  To your right is the memorial room of Professor Tadas Ivanauskas. 

Later we invite you to go down the stairs to the exposition of arthropod invertebrates where you will have a chance to take a look at insects. The first exhibit is to your left in the second display case.

(7) Spiny Devil Walking Stick 
The exposition of insects’ hall is composed of two parts – on the left is the systematic part and on the right – the zoogeographic part. The systematic part displays 10,000 insects. In the zoogeographic part, you can take a look at the most exotic and beautiful butterflies in the world. 

Insects are well adapted to a great variety of living conditions, thus, there are up to 1.2 million types of insects calculated in the world. 

Due to their body colour, shape and even movements, stick insects are well adapted to the environment – the thorny plants they usually live on. Although the majority of stick insects are rather large insects and some of them are even of the size of 20-25 centimetres, however, due to their perfect adaptation in nature, they become very difficult to spot. 
The next display case shows the most abundant group of insects – beetles. 

On the right, in the bottom of case you can see one of the largest beetles – the stag beetle (Lucanus cervus), object number eight. 

(8) Stag beetle

Stag beetle is the largest and extremely rare beetle in Lithuanian. The mandibles of stag beetles serve as a defence tool in the competitive battle for females where a stronger individual always wins. Stag beetle is found in broad-leaved forests. They develop in the rotting wood of deciduous trees, usually oaks. The development takes 5 to 6 years. Due to extermination of old, mature oaks and cold climate in Lithuania, they are very rare. Stag beetles are included into the List of Extinct and Endangered Species.  

Beetle number 9 is the sacred scarab.

(9) Sacred scarab
Sacred scarab was one of the first beetles to draw the attention of people. Their morphology and biology was carefully studied as far back as in the times of the Ancient Egypt.  Due to the complex model of behaviour, these beetles used to be worshiped in the Ancient Egypt and considered as saint and their extermination could even result in a death penalty. These beetles lay eggs in rolled balls of the dung of large grass-feeding animals digging them in the soil in order to protect them against drying in the dry and hot climate of South Asia or Africa and provide larvae with food. 

The other group of beetles is contained in the next display case. The largest and the most impressive one is the horned giant Centaurus beetle. 

(10) Centaurus beetle

Centaurus beetle habitats in the rainforests of Africa, in the basin of the Congo River. As you have probably noticed, the largest beetles live in the hottest climate areas. The name of these beetles originates from the Greek mythology. It tells about a strange animal centaur having the body of half-human and half-horse. Some of them also had horns. Centaurus beetles develop in the rotting wood of solid deciduous trees. As these are very impressive beetles, they are extremely appreciated among the collectors.  

Let’s move to another side of the hall to explore the exposition of butterflies. If you pass the nests of wasps, at the end of the exposition you will find the largest butterfly in the world – object number 11. 

(11) Great Owlet Moth

The wingspan of the great owlet moth can reach up to 30 centimetres.  These butterflies are active during the night time, whereas in day time they hide in the large trees or sit on the trunks. They are well adapted in the nature: wings are dominated by grey colour with dim lines of the shape of zigzag. The pattern of wings resembles the peel of tree, thus, sitting on the branch and close to peel, the butterfly is hardly visible to insectivores.    

The last display case of this hall contains the butterflies brought from Africa. The visitors are usually impressed by the African Sunset Moth.

(12) African Sunset Moth
African Sunset Moths are one of the most colourful butterflies in the world. They are characterised by vivid colours and sometimes by eye-catching contrast drawings. Did you know that various colourful ornaments of wings that are so delighted by the observers are actually used by butterflies as the protection? Flamboyant colours warn insectivores that the butterfly is not edible and its organism contains poisonous substances. 

Now let’s go up the stairs and explore the exposition of birds containing nearly a thousand of exhibits. Here you can take a glance not only at unique species of birds, but also at their natural eggs. 

The exposition starts with flightless birds – penguins. Ostrich is also a flightless bird. You will have a chance to see stuffed ostrich later. Next are the pinnipeds: divers, grebes and cormorants. 

In the section of storks, there is the exhibit of the national bird of Lithuania – the White Stork. 

(13) White Stork

White storks are the birds of agrarian landscape. The wingspan is of the length up to one meter and sixty centimetres. Storks breed in their own built nests or nests placed by the people. In the wild, they can live up to 33 years. In the autumn season, when the climate of Lithuania gets colder, storks migrate to warmer regions and travel even to South Africa. However, the storks like their habitats in our country. Approximately 14,000 pairs of storks use to breed here and this constitutes seven percent of the entire population of storks in Europe. In Lithuania, the White Stork has always been highly respected and considered as the guardian of the homestead where it settles. 
Next are the goose birds. One of the most interesting exhibits is the Mute Swan. 

(14) Mute Swan

It is the largest bird in Lithuania. Adult male can weigh up to 15 kilograms and has the wingspan of up to two metres and forty centimetres. Mute swans feed on water plants and breed in their overgrowths. They have been hunted for entire centuries, thus, in the late 19th century, mute swans were nearly extinct in Lithuania. Later, however, the population of swans started to increase.   

Let’s go closer to the large bird that has probably attracted your attention. This is the ostrich.

(15) Ostrich 

Ostrich is currently the largest flightless bird in the world. The height of males reaches up to two metres and seventy five centimetres and the weight – up to 150 kilograms. They live in savannas. They feed on grass, leaves, seeds and sometimes on insects and small vertebrates. Ostriches live in small groups. One group consists of one male and several females. The egg of ostrich can weigh approximately 1.5 kilograms. Eggs are hatched by females during the day time and by male during the night time. It also walks the baby ostriches. 
Behind the ostrich is the exposition of the group of the birds of prey – falcons, hawks and eagles. We invite you to take a closer look to the Lesser Spotted Eagle living in Lithuania. It is exhibited in the second display case of the birds of prey and marked by number 16. 

(16) Lesser Spotted Eagle

In Lithuania, the population of Lesser Spotted Eagles amounts to 14 percent of the entire European population. This is one of the smallest eagles in the world although it has the wingspan of up to one metre and seventy centimetres. They build their nests in tall and old trees, usually spruces and oaks of the age of 50 or even 200 years. 
If you move forward you will find gallinaceous birds – wood-grouses, blackcocks, hazel-grouses, groups of cranes and sandpipers.  Further on are terns and owls. 

Swift birds’ section displays the smallest bird in the world – the hummingbird.  

(17) Glittering-bellied Emerald

Hummingbirds weigh barely three to four grams. They feed on plant nectar. These birds have a muscular body, small feet fitted only for sitting and not walking and a tube-shaped nib that is suitable for sucking nectar from the blossom. These are the only birds that can fly backwards. Small hummingbirds can flutter up to 80 times per second, thus, causing noise similar to the bee humming.
Extremely colourful are the European rollers, swifts and woodpeckers. A little further, in the display case of passerine birds, there is the smallest bird in Lithuania – the goldcrest. 

(18) Goldcrest

Goldcrests weigh approximately 5 to 6 grams. In Lithuania, they habitat in coniferous and mixed forests. They feed on small insects and arachnids. These birds breed, migrate and winter in Lithuania.

Another interesting bird is a Willow Grouse.  It is displayed in the case of gallinaceous birds. 

(19) Willow Grouse 
Willow Grouse is already extinct species in Lithuania and rarely found in the Eastern Lithuania where they sometimes come from the Belarus swamps. During winter time, these birds dress in white feathers and during other seasons their feathers are speckled. In Lithuania, Willow Grouse used to live in upland moors. They feed on plant buttons, leaves, catkins and berries.

The last exhibit in the birds’ hall that we invite you to take a closer look at is the Little Spotted Kiwi. It is displayed in the case of apteryx birds. 
(20) Little Spotted Kiwi
The population of Little Spotted Kiwis is rapidly decreasing. They could be found only in several areas of New Zealand.  The population of kiwis is decreasing due to predators and fires. Their body is covered with long feathers similar to hair, they have almost no wings and no tail, however, have strong legs. These are the birds of the night. They have small eyes and well-developed sense of smell and hearing. 

And now let’s move down to the exposition hall to explore fishes and reptiles. The first exhibit is fish Latimeria displayed at the beginning of hall above the display case. 

(21) Latimeria

Fish are vertebrates and there are approximately 40,000 species of fish in the world. Fish compose more than a half of vertebrate animals. 

Latimeria is a ray finned fish having the pair flippers with distinct muscular handle flexing to various directions. They were long believed to be extinct and information on them could only be obtained from fossils. However, in 1938, near the coasts of South Africa, a strange fish was caught. It was called Latimeria in honour of the first zoologist M. Kortene-Latimer who saw this fish. The land vertebrates are considered to originate from the ancient forms of coelacanths. 

At the bottom of display case, you can see the Atlantic sturgeon.

(22) Atlantic sturgeon 
European Atlantic sturgeon is currently one of the most threatened species of sturgeon fishes in the world. In the mid 20th century, such sturgeons used to habitat in the Nemunas River. Atlantic sturgeon develops and matures in the sea and comes to spawn in the rivers. The length of this fish can amount up to 5 metres and the weight – up to 400 kilograms. Females mature only at the age of 8-14 years, thus, the likelihood for the fish to reach maturity until it is caught is very low. Namely this is one of the reasons of extinction of sturgeons. These giant fishes are completely harmless to people. They feed on small fishes and invertebrates.  Sturgeons are one of the longest living fishes. They can live up to 100 years. 

The other group of vertebrates are reptiles. These are true land vertebrates adapted to live and breed in the land. 

One of them is the European pond turtle – object number 23.

(23) European pond turtle

European pond turtles are the relicts of earlier and warmer times and also can be found in Lithuania. Adult pond turtles can be of the length of 30 centimetres and their life span can reach up to 100 years. They feed on fish, frogs, water insects and worms and perform the sanitary role in the pond. They live in ponds, shallow lakes, peaty bogs and swampy areas. This is a rare, threatened and highly protected species in Lithuania and many EU countries.  

Let us now move to the large display case in the middle of the hall. Here you can take a look at the exotic animal anaconda. 

(24) Anaconda

Anaconda is the heaviest snake in the world and can weigh up to 250 kilograms. The reptile displayed here is of the length of 6 metres and 30 centimetres and weighs 80 kilograms. Anacondas feed on water birds, capybaras, young tapirs and livestock – pigs and dogs – that come to drink by the water. Their favourite habitats are the flooded forests of the river walleyes where the flood water sinks large areas. Anacondas are well swimmers and divers and can spend a long time under the water, here they even change their skin. Due to hardly accessible places of habitation of anacondas, scientists find it difficult to evaluate the scale of their population. However, it is believed they do not face the risk of extinction.  

Interesting is the fact that anacondas are live-bearers, i.e., instead of laying eggs as, for examples, their competitors pitons, they bear live babies.

The display case by the wall to your left contains exposition of crocodiles.

(25) Crocodiles 
Did you know that crocodiles are the closest relatives of extinct dinosaurs? The length of the Nile crocodile is up to 6 metres and it can weigh up to 750 kilograms. Crocodiles are predators and are usually referred to as the “deadly killing machines”. They catch fish, various mammals, birds, reptiles and even cause danger to people. The only threat they have to beware of are elephants.  Crocodiles eat their food without chewing. For easier digestion they swallow stones in order to crush the food in the stomach. Sated crocodile can survive more than a year without any food. 

Let’s continue the exploration of museum in the halls dedicated for mammals. The first one is installed in the small room to your left. Let’s go inside. 

(26) Woolly rhinoceros 

This hall displays the bones and horns of fossil animals and skeletons of the existing animals. The majority of displayed bones and horns of animals certify that they have once lived, however, are now extinct due to changes in natural conditions or unfortunate human intervention.  Here you can see the fragments of bones and horns of aurochs, mammoths, woolly rhinoceros and caribous. 

Woolly rhinoceros is the relict of the ice-age. It had two horns: the front one was of the length of one meter and the back one was shorter. It was used to rake the snow and search for food. Woolly rhinoceros lived in tundra and forest-tundra, fed on grass, bushes and sprouts of trees. It was covered with dark brown hair similar to those of mammoth and, therefore, was called the woolly rhinoceros. 
Now let’s take a walk down the stairs to another hall to explore the exposition of mammals. Here you can find 286 species of animals. The first exhibit is the Eurasian pygmy shrew displayed in the case of insectivores.

(27) Eurasian pygmy shrew

Mammals are of impressive sizes and exotic appearances and the closest animals to human in view of their complex composition of internal organs. Except for monotremes, they are live-bearers and females feed children with their milk. 

The smallest Lithuanian mammal is the Eurasian pygmy shrew. Its appearance is similar to the common shrew, however, it has a longer and narrower snoop with dense and long whiskers. Eurasian pygmy shrew weighs approximately up to 5 grams. Although very small, it has all developed organ systems characteristic to all mammals. Shrews live in the riversides, lakesides and cuttings. They feed on insects and other invertebrates. Their life span reaches only about 15 months. 

Next are the South African animals – sloths and anteaters. If you pass by the rodents, in the other side of the hall, in the section of predators, up high you will see the fastest mammal in the world – the cheetah. 

(28) Cheetah

Cheetah has a thin torso and long feet with non-retractable claws. When chasing its victim, it can develop the speed of 110 kilometres per hour. However, it cannot run long distances, therefore, tries to creep as closer as possible to its victim and catch it. It hunts small antelopes, rabbits and birds. Cheetahs are included into the International List of Endangered Species.  

Another mammal that is worth to take a look at is the white rhinoceros.  It is displayed in the centre of the hall and is marked by number 29.

(29) White rhinoceros 

It is the second largest land mammal after the African elephant. It weighs approximately 3 tons. It has two horns and the frontal one can be of the length of up to 1.3 metres. White rhinoceros is considered as a peaceful animal and hardly has any enemies in the nature. It consumes a considerable amount of grass and cannot survive without water. These are endangered species habitating in the Africa’s national parks and reserves. This rhinoceros was brought to museum from the Kaunas Zoo. When it was alive it was called Fury (lith. Furija) due to its temper.  

The last accent of this exposition is the caribou marked by number 30. 

(30) Caribou
These are very tough animals that can survive under the most unfavourable conditions. They eat all plants they can find and live in mountainous regions of taigas and areas covered by coniferous forests. They have open hoofs that prevent them from getting stuck in the snow. Both males and females have horns. Caribous always stay close to their herd and migrate twice per year. The large herd is lead by the experienced female. The fur of caribous is used to cover yurts, hoofs are used to produce glue, meat is used for food and endocrines are used for medical reasons.  Tamed caribous have been long used for pulling sledge. 

*** 

During the period of 80 years, Tada Ivanauskas Museum of Zoology has suffered many changes and had to adapt to various political and economical situations. However, today this museum is one of the most visited places in Kaunas. The museum is the source of science and culture and performs various functions of introduction to nature, environmental, ecological and aesthetical education.  It continues to write the chronicle for future generations encouraging to love nature through the acquaintance with it. 

Thank you for visiting us! You can take a closer look at exposition independently. 
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