THE LITHUANIAN SEA MUSEUM

Audioguide
Welcome to the Lithuanian Sea Museum! This is a marine fauna and history study complex located in Kopgalis – a unique place of the Curonian Spit. The museum was opened in the restored 19th-century Nerija Fort in 1979. Its central redoubt is transformed into the aquarium and exposition of the marine fauna, the casemates are used for the exhibition of the history of navigation, and the cannon grounds display the exposition of the old and modern anchors. There are outdoor pools for sea mammals and penguins built in the fort’s yard. 
On the grounds used for the exposition of the old fishing vessels, our visitors can find the largest exhibits of the museum – the vessels of the weight of several hundreds of tons. The ethnographic homesteads of the seaside fisherman introduce our visitors with the old traditions of the fishermen’s lifestyle. The dolphinarium was opened here in 1994. Today, this modern and dynamic museum working on the basis of the most advantageous methods is one of the most visited museums in Lithuania. Its collections comprise about 80,000 exhibits. These include the preparations of the sea fauna and exhibits of geology, archaeology, ethnography, numismatics, cartography, naval engineering, writings, photo material, philately and philocarty. The museum has a special collection of live exhibits: sea mammals, birds and fish. There are about one thousand live exhibits in the museum.
During this excursion, we invite you to explore one separate section of the complex of the Lithuanian Sea Museum – the outdoor exposition of the old fishing vessels and the ethnographic homestead of the seaside fisherman. 
We wish you a good time here!
Let us commence our journey with a brief overview of the fishing in the Lithuanian marine and the lagoon area. Please, come closer to the first exhibit of our excursion – the medium-sized fishing trawler “Dubingiai”.
(1) Medium-sized fishing trawler “Dubingiai” 
Lithuania has a short coastline of the Baltic Sea stretching for 90 km and a part of the Curonian Lagoon. These territories cover two ethnocultural and historical regions – Lithuania Minor and Samogitia. Both regions were highly influenced by the Germans, Curonians, Prussian Lithuanians and Samogitians.  
The fishermen of the Curonian Lagoon used more diverse navigational measures and fishing tackle as compared with the fishermen of the seaside area. Fishing in the sea was not restricted until the very 1940, whereas in the Curonian Lagoon, the fishing has already been regulated since the late 16th century. The first fishing regulations declared at that time are now considered to be one of the oldest environmental documents in Europe. In the mid 20th century, World War II and its political after effects (the Soviet Occupation) changed the course of the development of the Lithuanian seaside and the lagoon area. Centuries-old lifestyle traditions were no longer maintained and started to change. 
The exposition of vessels demonstrates the development of the industrial fishing during the post-war period. These are the largest exhibits of the Lithuanian Sea Museum. Only in this museum, being the only one of its kind in Lithuania, you will have a chance to explore the marine ship from keel to the top of the mast and even to touch the propeller.
The largest exhibited vessel is the medium-sized fishing trawler “Dubingiai”. Until 1955, the fishermen of Klaipėda Region traditionally used the medium-sized fishing trawlers built in the German Democratic Republic. Later, in 1955 – 1961, the fishing trawlers were built at Klaipėda Shipbuilding Yard “Baltija”.  Here, 122 medium-sized fishing trawlers were built for the fishermen of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Arkhangelsk and Petrozadovsk. The 116th one was the trawler “Dubingiai”.
“Dubingiai” is a Bologoje-type vessel of 380 tons of displacement (the weight of fully loaded vessel) used for trawling and driftnet fishing. It was later fitted for the fishing with surrounding nets. In 1980, this trawler was handed over to the Lithuanian Sea Museum. The ship has the renovated steerman’s and mechanic’s cabins, the salon and the machinery space. The hold is used for organising temporary exhibitions of the history of navigation.
The next exhibit is the small-sized fishing trawler “Kolyma”.
(2) Small-sized fishing trawler “Kolyma”
The plans of the establishment of the Lithuanian Sea Museum included the prospects for the exhibition of the old fishing vessels that were no longer fit for usage in Kopgalis. Thanks to this idea, the small and medium-sized fishing trawlers are the only ones that survived.

In 1940s – 1950s, small-sized fishing trawlers were the most popular among the fishermen of the Klaipėda Region. In 1948, the first two Finnish-made small-sized fishing trawlers with metal cribs and wooden bodies arrived to Klaipėda Seaport from Tallinn. They were delivered to the Soviet Union by the defeated Finland as a form of war reparations.
The small-sized trawler “Kolyma” was built in Finland, Raunis Shipbuilding Yard in 1949. The vessel is 23.6 metres in length and 6.5 m in width; it has the broadside of 4.5 m in height and engine capacity of 200 horsepower. Displacement – 162 tons. The ship crew consisted of 11 persons. The vessel could sail autonomously for 100 days. These small-sized trawlers were used for fishing in the Baltic Sea until the mid 1970s. 
Nearby is the third exhibit of our excursion. This is a steel trawler-boat.
(3) Steel trawler-boat
A steel trawler-boat is a motor fishing boat with a steel framework and used for trawl-fishing in the sea. Steel trawler-boats constituted a major part of the fleet of the former fishermen’s kolkhoz “Baltija”. This fleet was established in 1959 by connecting “Banga” and “Baltijos žvejys” kolkhozes. In 1973, fishermen’s kolkhoz “Baltija” owned 29 steel trawler-boats.
In 1978, fishermen’s kolkhoz sold this boat to the newly established Lithuanian Sea Museum. The trawler-boat was built in the German Democratic Republic in 1954. It is of the length of 18.4 metres and of the width of 5.2 metres. Displacement – 58 tons. Engine capacity – 150 horsepower. The trawler-boats were used for fishing not only in the sea, but also in the lagoon.
To the north of the exhibition of vessels, you can also find some other large objects. One of them is the contact sea mine.
(4) Contact sea mine
A sea mine is an explosive placed in the water to destroy enemy ships. This is an extremely effective weapon. This mine was found in the surroundings of the Klaipėda Seaport. It is cylindrical in shape and was welded by joining three horizontal sections. It has five detonators on the top. In the middle of the bottom is a massive ear used for consolidating the mine anchor. These weapons explode when the object touches the detonators. Contact mines were used during World War II. In 1950s, these mines were replaced by more sophisticated ones. 
Nearby is the navigational buoy.

(5) Port fairway buoy
This buoy was made in 1960s. It was used to mark the perimeter of the fairway of the Klaipėda Seaport. A fairway or a shipping route is a waterway stretching though the deep areas of the poll bypassing such obstacles as shallows and rocks. On the entrance to the Klaipėda Seaport, green-coloured buoys were situated on the right and red-coloured ones were situated on the left. On the exit, the buoys were situated in a reverse order. In darkness or in case of fog, the place and colour of buoy could be identified from a green or red illuminated lamp fitted on the top of the buoy.
The formation of the navigational marking system of the Klaipėda Seaport dates the 17th century. Later, it was modernised following the advancement of the navigational measures.
Next is the anchor.
(6) Anchor
The anchors have been collected in the museum since 1971. This is a unique collection of technical objects. Almost all anchors stored in the museum are so-called “drowned anchors”. They were pulled from the bottom of the Baltic Sea, the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. The oldest anchors belonged to the sailing-boats of the 17th-18th century. In the 19th century, with the start of the construction of the large oceanic sailing-boats and the emergence of the steamships, the solutions for the increase of anchor’s holding power were sought. In the late 19th century, the English Captain Hall offered an improved and durable construction of the anchor with all its parts cast in a metallurgy factory. The displayed Hall’s anchor with rotated horns was found at the bottom of the Baltic Sea. Supposedly, it was used in the Liberty-type steamboat. The anchor was made in the United States of America in the first half of the 20th century.
Next to the anchor are the shaft and propeller of the vessel marked by audio guide numbers.
(7) Motor-ship propeller shaft 
A shaft is a roll transmitting a rotational motion. This driving shaft was used as an axle for the motor-ship propeller. It was made of stainless steel in 1950s – 1970s. The shaft is over 5 metres in length.
(8) Propeller of cargo motor-ship
This is a propeller of the Mirnyj-type motor-ship made in the second half of the 20th century. Propellers are the most usual thrusters of ships. The rotating blades push the mass of the water backwards, thus, generating the reaction force. It forces the ship to move forwards thought the shaft connected with the body of the ship.
The next exhibit is in a slightly remote distance, moving further to the north. This is the kurenkahn “NID 1“.
(9) Kurenkahn “NID 1“
Kurenkahn “NID 1” is a traditional flat-bottom fishing boat that was used in the Curonian Lagoon. This is the only survived original ship of its kind that was built in Nida in the mid 1930s. This kurenkahn was handed over to the Lithuanian Sea Museum by the Latvian Ethnographic Museum in 1988. After the restoration, the employees of the museum used this boat for the expeditions and sailing in the Curonian Lagoon from 1989 until 1999.
Kurenkahn “NID. 1” is fitted with side centreboards (lee-boards), four pairs of frames and covered compartments (forecastle and sterncastle) at the front and rear ends of the ship. The main mast is fitted to a firm beam - the mast bank. The inside of the sailing-boat, so-called the palace, is laid with the decking planks – šatiliai and tiliaudos. On the top of the mast is a weathercock.
For several centuries, the kurenkahns were used for fishing in the Curonian Lagoon. These old sailing-boats have been superseded by the motor-ships. The sailing-boats used to be built right at the customer’s homestead. The master shipbuilder, his assistant and one or two apprentices used to work for 3-4 weeks. The customer was responsible for the supply of timber. The broadsides were made of oak planks that had been dried for 2-3 years. For the frames and “horns” they used naturally bent oak branches. The bottom was made of the pine boards of 10-12 cm in thickness. The chains and the nails were made by the village forger. The sails were made of cotton or linen fabric. Built in 4-6 weeks without any schemes, the kurenhahn could be used for 50-60 years.
Now let us turn to the left and go to the ethnographic homestead of the seaside fisherman. As you approach the bathhouse, please go down through the barn and take a path to the residential house where you will find a collection of the exhibits related to the shipbuilding and fishing and the informational terminal.
In this ethnographic homestead of the seaside fisherman, the visitors are introduced with the everyday life of the wealthy fisherman, who was engaged not only in fishing, but also in stock-raising and agriculture.
The homestead was built in Kopgalis in 1979. This is a replica of the 19th -20th century buildings of seaside fishermen that could be found in Šventoji surroundings. There were not many buildings in the homesteads; less wealthy fishermen had only 2 or 3 buildings in their homesteads. The aim of this specific homestead was to present all household and residential buildings that were found in the seaside homesteads. In this homestead, our visitors can find a living house, a cattle-shed, a barn, a bathhouse, a cellar, a smokehouse and poles for drying nets and fish.
As you enter the porch of the living house, please take a look at the exhibits displayed on the right. It is recommended to explore the exposition by walking around and bearing right.
The first exhibit (object number 10) is in the first display case to your right.
(10) Scoop
This scoop that was used to pour water out of the boat was made by fisherman Martynas Skudikis, who was born in 1872 and lived in Šventoji. The scoop has an eyehole for its easy attachment to the boat. The ends of scoop were bind with metal to prolong its life. It was used not only to scoop water out of the sailing-boat and but also to splash water on the sail.
Next is the anchor.
(11) Sailing-boat anchor
This is a small forged sailing-boat anchor with a mark on a stock or a crossbar. The nailed letter “M” indicates that the anchor belonged to the fisherman Janis Murkšys from Šventoji. This anchor was later used by his son Niklavas Murkšys. There was a tradition among fishermen to mark their anchors so that it would be possible to return the lost ones. 

Exhibit number 12 is contained on the right of the last display case.
(12) A wooden žiokeris
Žiokeris was a tool used to drag long-lines from the sea. Fishermen used to make these tools of natural branchy trunk of a spruce. A metal sinker used to be bound to increase the rate of sinking of this tool. The long-lines used to stretch up to several kilometres and it was necessary to collect them and to untangle after fishing.
This wooden žiokeris belonged to fisherman Janis Balčius from Šventoji. The tool has owner’s initials carved in Cyrillic. The fisherman started to use Slavic letters after returning from his service in the Tsarist Russian Military.
The frontal display case contains the working tools of Jonas Gižas – one of the most famous builders of kurenkahns in the lagoon area. Some of them were made by the master himself – these objects contain initials “J. G.”. 

 (13) Wooden marker - scratcher
This tool was used by a ship builder to mark the thickness and width of the planks prepared for cutting. The letters “JDG” inscribed of the frame mean “Johann Giszas Drawonen” (Lithuanian: Jonas Gižas Dreverna). The tool was made in the early 20th century.
Shipbuilder Jonas Gižas from Dreverna was born in Ventė in 1867. He served carpenter’s apprenticeship and was trained by various masters.  After settling in Dreverna, he used to build and repair sailing-boats for the fishermen of the Curonian Spit and the lagoon area. He passed away in 1940 and was buried in the old cemetery of Dreverna. In order to commemorate the works of Jonas Gižas, the image of kurenkahn was carved on his stone tomb. Jonas Gižas also made several models of kurenkahns and other sailing-ships. 

One of them is shown in this display case. 
This model of sailing-boat used by the fishermen of the Curonian Lagoon was made in 1922. The inscription on the sail “Korno ir Kiodelio Walte nu Kurszisku Mariu“ means that this sailing-boat was used for fishing with seine nets, i.e., kurnas or kiudelis. Kornas, also known as kurnas, was a three-walled net of the length of 120 m. This type of net was used for catching small zanders, silvery breams and roaches. Kiudelis is a trawl-shaped net. The model belongs to the Vytautas the Great War Museum.
(14) Folding angle
The folding angle made by a craftsman was used to determine a vertical angle in wood processing works.
(15) Jointer plane
A jointer plane is a tool used for trying or flattening of the planks or wooden parts. Various jointer planes were used for shipbuilding – traditional, shaping, etc. This jointer plane was used for flattening the planks. It was made of wood in the early 20th century.
(16) Shape-forming jointer plane 
This jointer plane that belonged to Jonas Gižas was used for shaping works – to flatten bended surfaces. This working tool dates the early 20th century and is made of wood and contains steel parts.
(17) Shape-forming jointer plane for grooves
This jointer plane was used by Dreverna shipbuilder Jonas Gižas for jointing grooves. This working tool dates the early 20th century and is made of wood and contains metal parts.
(18) Chisel
A chisel is a tool used for processing a hard material and chiselling holes, concaves and grooves.  The size and shape of chisel depend on its purpose of use and properties of material to be processed. The exhibited tool with bent blades was used by craftsman Jonas Gižas for chiselling nail sockets when connecting decking planks edge to edge. 
(19) One-handed cross-cut wood saw
Jonas Gižas also used this saw with a decorative handle. It was important for the master not only to make a necessary tool but also to give it an aesthetical appearance. One-handed saw was used for precise cutting of wooden parts in hardly accessible areas.
(20) Metal marker 
This marker was used for marking a place for jointing or cutting. It was made in the early 20th century.
(12) Measurement instrument caikneris
This special measurement instrument was known as caikneris. It was used to mark the edge of vertically connected planks. It was made of metal in the early 20th century.
(22) Plank clamping tool
This tool was used for clamping the planks. The local masters used to call it strūda.
The next exhibit is contained in the display case on the right.
(23) Long-line from Šventoji
This long-line was used by the father of Šventoji fisherman Niklavas Vindigas in 1920s – 1930s. The long-line consists of a wooden strip and a long rope of the thickness of 2 mm with snoods of the same thickness and 40-60 cm in length with hooks attached in a interval of approximately every other metre.
A long-line is a fishing tackle that was used by the seaside and lagoon area fishermen. They were used for catching eels in the lagoon and cods, plaices and turbots in the sea. Each fisherman had 2,000 – 3,000 hooks. When preparing for the fishing, each hook was baited. A piece of small fish (the Baltic herring, launce or sprat) was used for the bait. During the fishing, the main line was stretched between the buoys under the water and snoods with baited hooks were immersed deeper. Each action when preparing, setting and pulling the long-lines out of the water had to be performed in a respective order and very carefully.  Even a slightest mistake could result in a loss of a long-line or a catch. Skills and carefulness were important not only for the fishing, but also for the handling of the long-lines.
The next display case contains the lamp (object number 24).
(24) Lamp
The fishermen used to go fishing early in the morning before the dawn. Sometimes they used to fish even in the night time, therefore, the lamp was used not only on the shore, but also during the fishing. The lamp was lighted in the dark in order to illuminate the boat so that it could be visible from afar and to avoid collision with a larger ship. The light was also necessary when handling the nets. This lamp was found in Aukštumalė swamps. Supposedly, it was used for catching crayfishes.
The next display case contains exhibits number 25 and 26. 
(25) Net weights
The weights of nets are also known as the sinkers. Weights were attached to the net and used to sink it to the bottom of the sea. They were originally made of stone or clay. They were of the shapes of barrels, cones and disks. Later they started to be made of the metal.
(26) Net float
This is a net float made of wood that was found in the loft of the living house in Preila. The floats of this kind were used for keeping a small net on the surface of water. In the early 20th century, the cork bobbers started to be used. Usually, a net float was carved with the owner's mark.
The next display case contains bobbins.
(27) Bobbins used for nets
A bobbin is a wooden tool used to unseam and patch the torn nets. The yarn used for fixing a net was attached through the projection in the inside notch. The patch was made by running the spiked end of bobbin through the eyes of net ropes. In 1950s, the mass production of plastic bobbins replaced the usage of the old home-made bobbins.
The nets and other fishing tackles are displayed on the walls of the porch. To your right is a basket marked by number 28.
(28) Basket for keeping long-lines 
You have already seen the long-line (object number 23). 
The long-lines were untangled and prepared for the fishing in a special basket that was also called baldė or kiocė. The snoods with the hooks were held arranged next to each other outside the basket. Each hook was baited with a piece of a small fish. Prepared in such a tidy way the basket was brought to the boat. To avoid tangling of lines, the snoods of long-lines were pulled successively one after another from the basket. Interesting is the fact that the empty basket was called “kiocė” while a basket prepared for long-lining was called “baldė”.
On the opposite wall is the exhibit number 29.
(29) Marking pole stoderis
A pole marking the places of set nets and long-lines was known as stoderis. This was a thin pole with a flag on the top and fitted with a cork bobber. The bottom of the pole was fitted with a weight in order to keep it vertical in the water. Sometimes the bobber was painted in white or in red.
Object number 30 displays fisherman’s boots. You can find them inside the living room. 
(30) Fisherman’s boots
Fisherman Jonas Balčius bought these heavy leather seaboots from a Jewish tradesman in Palanga in the early 20th century. The fishermen of the seaside and the lagoon area used to wear these boots when fishing in cold weather conditions.  Richly covered in fat, the leather of boots was impermeable to water and protected the feet from getting wet.
In the late 19th century, the fishermen were pressured to wear life-jackets made of reed, however, they categorically refused to do so and believed that no life-jacket would be useful if one failed to take off his long and heavy boots in case of an accident.  Nowadays, fishermen wear similar boots that are made of rubber.
Thank you for visiting the Lithuanian Sea Museum! You can explore the other expositions in more detail by using other e-guides prepared in 7 different languages. See you next time!
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